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THE OPERATION OF THE 505TH PARACHUTE INFANFRY
REGIMENTAL COMBAT TBAM (82D AIRBORKE DIVISION)
IN THE AIRBORNE LAKDINGS ON SICILY, 9«11 JULY 1943
(SICILIAN CAMPAIGN) -
(Personal Experience of Assistant Regimental Adjutant)
INTRODUCTION

Ehis mopograph describes the airborne attack and initial
ground operations of the 505th Parachute Infantry Regimentel
Combat Team, 824 U.S. Airborne Division, in the invasion of the
island of Sieily during the period 9 to 1l July 1943.

First, it is necessary 4o briefly discuss the prinecipsl
militery and diplomatic events which led up te the air and sea
invasion of tﬁis islend fortress.

January 1943 found a once proud Germsn Afriea Corps rapidly
withdrawing west aeross Tripolitania shead of the British Eighth
Army, who in the previous three months had advaneced some 1400
miles. .{l) To the west, in Algeria, strong ¥wlis Forees of the
FirsthHArmy were driving German and Italisn troops éast toward
Tunisia. It was apparent that within a few months the Axis troops
in Africe would be defeated.

Further strategic plans were necessary, and as a result,
President Frenklin D. Rooszevelt of the United Stetes and British
Prime Minister Winstom Churehill met with their staffs in North
Afriea for the Casablanca Conference. Here, smong the deeisions
that were made, it was planned to end the Tunisian Cempalgn as
quickly es possible anéd then invaaé Sieily. (2)(See Mep & for
locatior of Sieily)

The strategiec purposes for imvading and conguering Sieily
were: | '

1. To secure bases closer to the Italian mainlend for its

-

eventual invasiocn.

(1) 4-6, P.44. (2) A-1, p.185.
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2, To'divert Axis military strength from the Russian front.

3. To clear the Allied line of communieation through the
Mediterranean whiech would agein open the British life-line to
India. {3)

On 6 May the Allied Forces launched a strong attack and both
Tunis and Bizerte fell. (4) The last of the Axis armies in Afriea
were defeated and now the Sicilian Operation was the next step on
the road to vietory im Europe. |

OBJECTIVE -~ SICILY

Sielly, an important stepping stone on the way to Europe's
Fortress, was the objective for invasion and eonquest. It had
been eonquered in its history by many people, among them the
Carthaginiens, Goths, Saracens, and Normens. (5)

In order 10 understand more about the obJective, let usz con-
8idsr the physical meke-up of both the island itself and the
enemy that oeeufied it.

Sieily is the largest, most rertile,-and most populous islend -
in the Mediterranean. (6) It has an_afea'of 25,709 kilometers,
or approximstely the samé glze as the State of Vermont. Its coast
line measures 485 miles, and it has a population of spproximstely
4,000,000, (7) Sieily hes a narrow coastal plain but behind it
the mouﬁtains rise quieckly. (8) The prineipal landmark in all of
Sicily is Mount Etna, whieh rises from a base of four hundred
square miles to a height of 10,740 feet. The rosds are divided
into three types: _State, which are wide, first eclass roads;'Pra-
viﬁeial, which aré gecond class reads and often too narrow to
earry anything but one wey tfaffic; and Communal, which are nar-
oW winding dirt roeds and unsuiteble for military traffie. There
3) 4-3, p.22. (4) 4-6, p.76. (5) 4&-12, p. 779. (6) A-12, p.778.
7) 4-13, p.l. (8) 4-8, Dp.93.
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are no large rivers which would be milita;y obstacles. The'
climate is mild the year around except in the mountains. (9)

I% was known by early June that all the enemy troops on the
island were econtrolled by the Italier Sixth Army, with headquarters
located at Enna. The Army consisted of two corps, the 1l5th and
16th, end they ir tura were made up of 5 Italian Goastal Divisions,
4 Italien Infantry Divisions, 2 German Armored Divisions, and many
smaell air foree, anti-airborme, anti-aireraft, snd headquarters
units; Enemy strength was estimated at some 200,000 troops. (10}
(See Map B) |

Reports indicated that the enemy had approximately 500 German
and 250 Italian.eeuhat aireraft in Sicily, operating from 12 first
eclass alrdromes, and 23 landing fields that whuld asccommodate
fightera. (11)

7 The cozst defenses, aithough continncus; d4id not appear strong.

Thej consisted mainly of barbed wire entanglements covered by fire

from machine gun and pillbox emplécemants. (12} |
THE ALLIED PLAN OF INVASION

The new command, established as a result of the Casablanca.
Conference, with Generasl Eisenhower of the United States as supreme
commander and General Sir Harold Alexander of Britain his deputy,
began planning the.31eilian invasion in February 1943.

This 4llied plan of attack called for an assault of the south-
eastern position of Sielily with the British Eighth Army om the
right end the American Seventh Armmy om the left. |

The British Eighth Army, Field Marshal Sir Bernard L. Mont-
gomery commanding, was t0 land between Pozzalle and Syracuse,
capture the airfields in the Plain of Catenia, advance ﬁp the
east coast, capturing Syracuse.in conjunetion with British Alir-

(9) 43, p.1,3,8,11. (10) A-5, p.7. (11) A-15, p.3.
(12) a-6, p.93. | |
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borne Troops ﬁhat were to drop there, and eontinue advancing.
nerth to Catania. (13)

The American Sevénth Army, General G?orge S. Patton com-
man@ing, was to make amphibioua assault landings et Lieatas,
Gela; and Scoglititi by the Ameriean 3d, 1st, and 45th Infantry
Divisions, respectively; then to drive inlend to "Line Yellow"
in order to siop any enemy interference from the northwest. In
addition to fhese amphibious assault landings, the American
plan called for the night dropping of one parachute infantry
éombat team between Caltagirone, where strong enemy forces were
known to be located, and the lénding beaches at Gela.(1l4)(See
Mep B} For this imvasion the 1st and 45th Infantry Divisions
formed the American II Corps, under commsnd of Mea jor General
(now Cemeral) Omar N. Bradley. (15) |

Ameriean reserves consisted of one floating reserve forece
and the 9th Infentry and 824 Airborne Divisions, less one air-
borne combat team, standimg by in Africa. (16)

The British Navy would support the Allied invasion and make
tWo naval diversions: one toward the west coast of Sieily, and .
the other aefoss the lorian Ses toward the western shores of
- Greece.

Both Ameriean emd British aireraft wouwld support the invas-
ion forees. Because of Allied bombing missions and the continuous
destruetion of ememy fighter opposzition, a great part of the
enemy's air power was neutralized. (17)

GENKRAL, SITUATION OF THE 82D ATRBORKE DIVISION

The 824 Airborne Divisien had landed at Casablenca, Rorsh
Africe, on 10 May 1943, direct from the United States. It moved

ovarlahd, shortly after its arrival, to Oujda, French Morroeo,

(13) a~8, p. 93. (1%) aA-8, p.26. {15) 4-9, p.l. (15) A-5, Chart 2.
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where a rigafous training pregfam was put 1nto_eftect. (See Map
4} Although it was mot known at this time whem or wherse the
Division would be committed, it was a certainty that s physieally
strong, well trained team would be needed, (18)

Finally the ianformation eame; The Division commander,
Ma jor Genersl Mathew B. Ridgeway (now Lt General) called a meet-
ing of his unit commanders in mid-May, and announced that the
505th Parachute Infantry Regimental Combat Team bhad been assigned

the missions of: |

| l. "Landing the meximum parachute elements that can be
lifted in available troop carrier aireraft on the night of P-1,
D-day on drop zones on the high ground east of Pomte Olivio.

2. "Assisting the lst Infﬁntry Division in landing, and
the eaptufe of the airfield at Ponte Olivie." (19)

3. Disrﬁpting enemy commanications and movement of reserves.

He also announced that this parachute task foree, under ecom-
mand of Colonel James M. Gavin (now Major General), would be com-
posed of: 505th-Parachute Infentry; 34 Battalion, HS04th Para-
ehute Infantry; 456th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion; Gompgny
"B", 307th Airvorne Engineer Battalion; Detachment, 52d Airborns
Signal Company; Detachment, 307th Airborne Medical Company; Air
Support Perty; P.W.I. Personnel. (20)

The remainder of the'Divisien was given the missiom of:
"ooncentrating rapidly, by sucecessive air lifts, in Siecily, by
D plus 7; in either the 45th or 34 Infsntry Division Areas as
direeted.” (21)

This“was ihe first time in military history that an airborne -
unit of this size had been given such a mission. VThe largest

night drop previous to this was the dropping from 12 aireraft of 7
(18) Personal knowledge. (19) A-)0, p.d-7. (20) A-10, p.d-9.
' 8
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one ﬁirborne eccmpany on a Germen redio-loeation station in
France, on 27 February 1943. (22)

Although it was not disclosed to the troops where they
| would drop, a mission hed been assigned, and ﬁith it many pro-
joets got underway, The training program was ineressed to g
if-hour day. War rooms with their photo coverasge and sand tables
of the érop areas were in constant use. 4ll wespons were firea 
and zerced. The enemy's weapons and their operations were studiead.
Rapid assembly of troops after a jump, particularly ét night,
appeared to be 6ne of the major problems to overcome, therefore
- many sueh problems were run by all units, large and small. Joint
training with the Air Force Troop Carrier units, which were going
to fly the troops to their destination, was econducted. Kach para-
chutist was issued his basie load of combat equipment, and this,
&8s well as the individusl plane loads, was checked and rechecked.
4 true scale repliea of the objeetive area was eonstiructed, and
small units, battalion eombat teams, and the Regimental eombat
team ran through their part of the mission, firing live ammunition.

(23)
By the lst of July, when the Division moved by air from

Oujda, French Mormpeco, to dispersal airdromes near Kaironan,
Tunisia, (See Map A) every man in the 505th Combat Team knew his
part of the mission and had the utmost confidence in himself, his
weapons, and his team. |

At khirouan the battalion combat teams were bivouacked in
the olive groves nearest their'respeetive take-off airdromes.
Because thé eneny was less than 200 miles away, striet blackout,
dispersal, and cemouflage discipline was enforeced. Only light
training was eonducted with mueh time spent on last minute aa-
ministrative and supply details. New sand tablesz and better photo

(28) A-7, p.56. (23) Personal knowledge.
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coverage were displayed in the war rooms, but still only the
. battalion commenders and their staffs, and the combatl team com-
mander and his staff, knew where the objective was located. Last
minute coordination was sffected with the 1st Infantry Division
by-the exchenge of key personnel for tactieal‘bfiefings.j This
served & double purpose for the airborne'troops, as they were
wearing a different uniform from the other Americans, and the
familiarization with the paraechutist's jumpsuit was necessary %o
prevent aeny pistaken identity and eonéeqﬁent exchange of fire
‘when the ground link-up was made. (24)

THE AIR FORCE PLAN

The Air Force plan was to Ily fha_505th Combat Team in C-47
type aircraft from ten departure airdromes im the Kairouan, Tﬁn-
isia Area, east of the island of Malta, north to the Sicilian
coastline, west to the Lago Di Bivarre, and then inland to the
unit drop zones. (See Meps A and C) The return flight was from
Sicily to the islend of Pantelleria and from there to home bases.
The formation was to be a V of V's*. 4s it took nine plames per
parachute rifle company, this formetion fitted the sirborne plan
very well. (25)

Fighter cover would protect the take-off and rendezvous sreas.
Night fighters would eseort the air column to0 and from the target
area. Bomber and attack airecraft would neutralize antiaircra:t
and searchlight positions in the approach ecorridors to the selected
drop zomnes. This air protection would not only reduce ecasualties
to the air forces, but elso to the airborne persocnnel. (26)

4All pilots were instructed that all combet loads would be
dropped in enemy territory and that every effort would be made to
drop parachutists aeeuratelj on the drop zones.r(ZT)

*Three planes in & small V and three of the small V's meking a
nine~plane V of one flight.
(24) Personal knowledge. (25) 4-15, p.l. (26) a-18,p.1. (27) a4-15,

p.l.
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Time of flight from rendezvous to drop areas was approxi-
metely three hours. The parachutists would be dropped at an
air speed of 110 miles per hour from an altituds of 600 feet,

on recelving the green light signal from their respectivé pilet.

. (28)
SORTH REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM'S PLAK OF ATTACK

The 505th Regimental Combai Team's plen of attaeck was to

drop by parachute the complets foree, execept a éemolition'see-
tion, in the vielnity of an important road junetioen eélled nyn,
This junetion was located approximstely seven miles northeast of
Gela end contrelled all traffic on the Gela-Caltagirone and Gela-
Vittoria rosds. Regimental headquarters, the lst and 24 Battal-
ions of the H505th, Battalion headquarters and Batteries-A'anﬂ B
456th Field Artillery Battglion, would drop north of road-junction
"¥* on DZ "S", attaeck, and overcome the strong point, thus deny-
ing to the‘eﬁeny the use of the best roads leading to the landing
beaches of the lst Infantry Division. The 34 Battalion, H0#th
Parachutellnfantry would drop south of the Niscemi crossrosds
cglled "IX" on DZ "Qv, establish and defend roadblocks on the road
from Hiseémi gouth towerd "Y" junetion snd the beaches. Thé 34
Battalion, 505th Parachuée Infantry snd Battery C, 458th Parschute
Field Artillery Battalion, would drop south of road- junction "Y*
on DZ "I", occupy and defend the high ground overlooking the
enemy at "I", and also send patrols south and then west to cdntaet
the lst Infantry Division. The 2nd Battalibn Demolition Seetion,
with infantry support, would drop about five miles to the east of
fhe main body on DZ "X", prepare the road and'railroad bridges
over the Acate River for demolitiom end, if sttacked in.fores,
destroy these bridges. (29)(See Map C)

Moonlight would greatiy aid in the assembling of troops, and

(28) Personal knowledge. (29) 4-17.
, T
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on the target date there wés a full moon until early in the
morning. It was part of the combat team's plan of gttack to
make the drops shortly before the moon set, in order to take
advantage of the moonlight for reorganization, and then take
edvantage of the darkness to establish the defenses and attack
the enemy. (30)

The air support parties, whieh would jump with the combat
teﬁm, would render e¢lose support. :

Communication upon landing would be estaﬁlisheﬁ by radic.
Two regimental commaend nets would be placed in immediate opera--
tion, one using SCR 288's and the other using SCR Hll's. Wire
would be laid as soon as possible after organization of the
drop zones.

Ammunition, other than the basic load, would be placed in
battalion combet team dumps.

Medical‘evacuation‘would be from battalion eid statiéns
direct to shore medical stations when the linke-up with seaborne
Torces was effected.

._ Individusl elothing and food would be carried by‘eéeh para-
| chutist. The food consisted of one "K" and one "D" raticn, and
one canteen of water. (31) | o

Re-supply h§ air, if needed, would be available in aeeor&-‘
anee With regimentsl re-supply plan. This called for one ngn
ration, one quart of water.peq individual, end additional ammu-
nitieon. Tctal!weight of one lift was 3K.6 tons carried in 29
70-47.type aireraft. (33)

Each parachutisf was equipped to carry out the Combat Team's
plan of attack. The load of the individuel riflemsn consisted of
an Hfl rifle, with one hundred sixty-eight rounds of ammumition,
{30) A~9, p.4. (31) A&-17. (32) A-ls.
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four hend grenades, one antitank mine, a bayénet, an assault
knife, one "K" ration, one "D" ration, a canteen of wate:, an
entrenching"téol, a gas mask, g regular first ald pauch plus a
paraschutist's first aid kit, which contained morphine, a jump
rapé, blenket, underwear, socks, toilet articles, helmet, web
‘equipment, end an escepe kit. (33)

FIRAL PREPARATION

On 9 July 1943 the high commend, seeing that the weather
was reported favorablé, tﬁe invasion fleet was in ﬁositian, and
that all other pre-invasion plans were ready, made the announce-
ment to participating troops that 10 July was D-day.

On the morring of 9 July the equipment bundles, which con-
tained the crew served Iéapons and ammunition of the airborne
troopers, were rolled and pla¢ed in the pars-racks on the bettom
‘of the planes. Eaeh bundle was drop tested to insure that its

release mechanism would work. Last minute show~down inspeetions

insured that every man had all his equipment. Clothing and squip-

ment that was remaining behind wes placed in rear eehelon supply
Gumps and put under guard. Finsl briefings were held to reassure
each man of his part in the overall plan. Invasion arm bands,

- which bore the American Flag, were issued to be worn by all
personnel on their right arm, and sirips of white cloth which

- were to be worn on the left arm for night identifieation purposes
were also issued. Individual parachutes were issued and left in

the planes for use that night.

Pilot-Jumpmaster conferences were held later in the day, at

which time the complete air force and airborne plamns for the drop
were discussed. It was important that all airborme personnel

knew the type of formation to be flown, cheekpbints, air support,

(33) Perscnal  knowledge.
13
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and eir foree instructions concerning the aetusl drop. It was
at these conferences fhat ell questions were answered and the
air force-airborne team understood their mutual mission. It
was at fthese conferences, also, that the airborné troop leaders
found out that the objective area, which they knew so well, was
located in Sieily. | _

During the afternocon the men dressed for combat. 4And after
the evening meal company commandefé gave final briefings, issued
last minute instructions, and, after reviewing the eorreet pro-
¢edure, issued the invasion ecountersign amd parole:

QUESTION: George. ANSWER: Marshell.

The troops treveled from their marsheling areas to their
individual airplenes and after last minute Jumpmaster-Pilot con-
ferences and instruetions from the plarnes' crew chiefs on the
use of life rafts and life preservers, in ease they went down
in the Mediterranean, the troops aweited take-off. (3%)

THE AIRBORNE INVASION OF SICILY

A% 1930 hours on 9 July 1943 the first of the combat team's
two hundred end twenty-six éirplanes, loaded with 3,405 para-
chutists and their equipment, began taking off from departure air-
dromes in the Kairouan area. The planes were soon in formation
and at the preseribed time the leaﬁ shipe of the thirty-six-minute
long air column cressed the Tunisian eoastliﬁe on the way to
Sicily. (35) | |

For tactical reasons the formetions were flying extremely
low over the echoppy waters of the Mediterranesn, and there was no
interplane communieation. A thirty-five-mile-an-hour wind from
' the west broke up the plane formations and blew planes off their

. eourse. As a result pilots lost their direction snd the check

- {3%) (35) Personai knowledge. .
. _ 1
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points were not seen. (36} Many plenes were alone without full
navigational equipment, aﬁd even theose who were able to stay ie
some sort of formation, having misged their principal check and
turning point at Malta, found that limited air force navigaticn
was not suffieient to bring them to the planned drop areas.
Beéause the formastions had been badly broken up, plenes

approached Sicily from many direetions. Some almost passed over
elements of the seaborne forees, whiech were lying off shore
awaiting their H-hour, and tense moments followed, for the air
column hed been routed to avoid them, and if the planes flew
within théir ee;tain sectors they would draw fire. Many plsnes,
because they.had been blown east ¢f the plenmed flight course,
first sigbhted Sicily on their left instead of on the right, as
had been plenned, and eircled back out to sea to attempt an
approach in the seheduled area. (37)

— Thesé circumstances, coupled with the fact that plenned

i drop zones in some eases were hidden by the haze and &ust ol

1pre-1nvasicn bombing, and many plenes came under heavy anti-

\
~aireraft fire omnce over the island, resulted in the dropping of

!:paraehntists and egquipment from Gela, in the center of the

American sector, to Avola in the Bfitish east coast sector -
some sixty miles away. (28)(See Map D)

The first the United étatesrknew of the Siecilian Invasioﬁ
was when President Roosevelt, who was host at a dinner in the
White House honoring General Hemri-Honore Girsud, commander of
the Freneh Forees in North Afriea, made the brief and dramatie
announcement: "I have just had word of the first attack against
the soft underbélly of Burope."” This took plaee on 9 July 19i3,
(United States time) soon after the invasion got underway.(39)

(36) &-16, p.7,8. (37) 4-9, p.13, 9, 6. (38) A-16, p.28.
(39) 4-2, p.6&7. L 15 o '
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Despite the faet that the 505th Combat Team was so badly
scattered that the original plans could not materialize, each
#roopef knew the missions that hgd to be performed, and'when |
they realized they were not on their ecorreet drop areas, guer-
rilla bands rather than an organized combat team immediately
went into action, disrupting ecommunieations, destroying the
eneﬁy, halting eneﬁy movement toward the landing beaches, and
fighting their way toward their original objeetives.

The individual encounters and accomplishments of many
guerrills bands, that because bf the loeation of their drop were
unable to join larger forces, will never be recorded for they
~are known only o the men who were thers.

This monograph will now describe the ground operstiocons on
10 and 11 July of some of the guerrilia bands as well as the
prineipal fighting foreces of the 505th Parachute Infantry Combat
Team which assembled and conducted cperations.

It should be noted that although this Combat Team's pre-
invasion training prepared them primarily for am initial ds-
fensive opefation, they had been schooled in sll subjects to
such an extent that they suceessfully conducted one-way and two-
- way attacks, counterattacks, attacks with and against'armar,
attacks against and defenses of forﬁified positions, attacks on
towns and street fighting, and defenses égainst a nuﬁ;rically
superior enemy and armor. (U40) |

3D BATTALION SERTAL, SOYTH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
Tha 34 Battsalion, 504th Parachute Infantiry, whose mission

was to drop om DZ "Q" south of Niscemi and keep enemy forees from
moving south from "X" toward "Y" junction, found itselfl scattered

from a point 5 milés-sauthwest 6f Niseemi to Pachino, 4 miles

(40) Personsl knowledge. '
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inlend from the southeast corner of Sicily, a distance of some
60 miles.(%1) The principal fighting forces in the objeetive
area'consiétéﬂ of two groups of approximately 60 parachutists
each, under commsnd of Lt George J. Watts and Lt Willis J.
Ferrell. (See Map E) -

Lt Ferrell landed south of Niscemi and assembled his groap.
throughout the night. Reslizing he was not on his scheduled
drop zone, he méyed to the eritical terrain feature; e high hill
whieh overlocked the Niscemi-Gela rosd, and there, around a large
ehatean, established an all around defense. From this position
he 6rganized combat patrols which made sorties on enemy communi-
cations, and troops, in the area, and on several oceasions through-
out D-day the enemy attempted to dislodge them, but were répulseﬁ
on sach oceasion, and were forced to by-pass the chateau on the
way south. |

Lt Watts landed about two and one-helf miles southeast of
Niseemi, and after assembling his group, moved north and west
toward the objective area. A Germen motorized patrol was en-
scountered by this foree shortly after daybreak on the Niseemi-
Biscari highway. The troopers, having seen the ensmy coming,
moved to the sides of the roed and, on signel of Lt Wetts, at
the time the enmemy was in the trap, brought a devastating efoss—
fire down that destroyed the German vehicles and men. ?regress
towards Niscemi was slow, as enemy communications and an Italian
patrol were slso destroyed enroute. (See Mzp E)

About 0900 hours om D-plus-l, Lt Watts waé able to contaet
L¥ Ferrell by radio and both forces were consolidated in what
was later to be known as "Ferrell's Foress", at the chafeau_de-

fensive area overlooking fhe Niscemi-Gelsa highway.

(41) a-21.-
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Shortly before noon on D-plus-l the observation post in
the chateau reported that a column of Germans, estimated at a
battelion, was coming up the road from the south. Lt Ferrell,
realizing that the enemy was retreating, gave the ordar té con-
eentraterall fire power or the highway side of the chatesu and
hold fire. 4s if by a stroke of luck the German column, not
realizing that "Ferrell's Forces™ were in the chateau area and
looking right dbwn on ;heu, suddenly halted for a ten-minute
break direetly opposite the American strong point. Tense moments
followed, but as the Germans started to get up and put on their
packs the silence was broken by a rain of fire whieh killed meny
Gérmans and threw their column into a turmoil. The battle whieh
followed lasted all afternoon, with Ferrell's Foreces, armed with
both American and eaptured weapons®, repulsing counterattack
after counteratteck. There was oné break in the battle whén a
German lieutenant, bearing a white flag, came up the hill to
arrange a surrender, but when he saw that he was fighting Ameri-
can parachutists he refused to surrender and returned to his
position. The Germans withdrew &t dusk, leaving over fifty dead,

"Ferrell's For¢es" held their position until felieveﬁ by
other elementé of the 505th Combat Team and the 1lé6th Infantry,
1st U.8. Division en D-plus-3.(42) '

Three planes drapﬁeé men from the 34 Battalien, 504th
Parachute Infantry, approximately 4 miles northwest of Biseari
and Lt Peter J Eatan, 34 Battalion Motor Platoon Leader, took
charge of the group. On the morning of D-day, having assembled
*A1l personnel of the Combat Team haed received training in the

firing of enemy weapons in Africa.
(42) A-9, p.13,14; A-16, p.l2; A-22, p.T.
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all the men in the immediate ares and also the equipment, to
include 8l-mm mortars and ammunition, this band of troopers
proceeded west toward Niseemi. At 1200 hours, D-day, scouts
encountered two Italian trucks towing 47-nm gnti-tank guns, and
the force quickly ambushed the enemy and captured the guns.
Having no eontact with other members of the Combat Team, Lt
Baton decided to establish a roadblock or the Biscari-Niscemi
road, utilizing the anti-tank guns as well as his own fire
power. Later that afternoon a column of Italian motorized
infantry, estimated to be a battalion, moréd from Niscemi into
the rosdblock. 'The captured 47-mm anti-tank guns knocked out
an elevea-ton Itelian tankette whieh led the column, and other
troopers, firing small arms and 8l-mm mortar fire, hit the
column with sueh sufprise that the enemy was foreed to withdraw,
leaving dead and wounded. Lt Eaton realized that his group of
someé 50 men couldn't hold up such a sizable enemy force for very
long onee they had-rearganized for a couﬁtarattaek, 80 he
destroyed the enemy equipment and withdrew to the south where
he joined the 180th Infantry of the 45th U.8. Division on D-plus-l.
(43)(See Map E) |
 Mejor William R. Beall, exeuctive officer of 3d Battalion,
504%th Parachute Infantry, dropped with three plane loads neer 7
Pachino, 60 miles from the objective area. His group joined
forees from the lst Canadien Division and aided in the redmction
of an Italian garrison. After two days of fighting with the
Canadians, they word>sent by RAF crash boat along the coast to

Scoglitti and returned to Ameriecan control. (U4)

(43} A-22, p.8. (44) A-22, p.S8.
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18T BATTALION SERTAL, S5Q05TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

The lst Battalion, 505th Parachute Infentry, whose mission
was to drop on Drop Zone "S" and ovarcome-the strong point at
road- junetion "Y¥", found itéelf scattered from Gele to Noto, on
the east enaat; a distance of some 50 miles. The bulk of the
batialion, some twenty-three plane loads, were dropped east of
Roto in the British Sector,and after assembling end reorganizing
they ceptured snd held this town. (Shown on Masp D) Gantacf was
mede with the British forces, and this group fought for several
days with the British Eighth Army before being evacuated to
Ameriean controi.
| The prineipal fightiﬁg forcee inm theebjaetive afea econsisted
of the battalion commasnd group, eompany headquarters, and two
platoons of Compamy ™A", who dropped& four mileé south of Niseemi,
about two and one-half miles from their drop zone. (See Map E)
The nime planes that dropped this group were under intensa ma-
chire gun fire from road-jumction "Y" and supporting strong points
at the time of drop, and some men were dead whem they hit the |
ground. The enmemy, from a farmhouse whieh had been converted iamto
a pillboxétypa strong poimrt with supporting pillbozxes around it,
 continued to rake the drop area with machine.gun fire after the
parachutists had landed.

Ceptain Edwin M Sayre (now Major), commanding Company "A",
led & twelve-man attack oﬁ.the machine gun emplacements, and |
finding heavy concrete pillboxes instead of guns dug im, with-
drew to organize a more substantial attack. With company head-
quarters and the lst platoon acting as a base of fire, Captain
Sayre led the 2d platoon in an enveloping movement and assault,
whick resuited im taking ome pillbox. Seeing & pilllox captured,
the enemy withdrew {0 the farmhouse. The machine guns of the
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pillbox were turned on the enemy troops, who were firing from
the farmhouse, thus eovering another assault led by the company
commander, which ended in the complete surrender of the 40
Italiens and 10 Germans in the garrison. Immediately, a de-
fense was established, for the prisoners'statad that a combat
team of the Herman Goering Panzer Division was less than two
miles away. The battalion eommander, Lt Colonel Arghur Gorhan;
arrived at this time with sbout 30 adéition&l troopers an§
completed the defense plans.

At 0700 hours on D-day the enemy struck, and slihough the
initial fire of derehéing troopers cansed many enemy‘easualties,
Colonel Gorham could see he was against a numerieally superior
enemy that was supported by tanks. Their counterattack would
mean meny Ameriean essualties in defense of a strong point that
was not the objeetive, so he had the troops and their prisoners
withdraw to thelr planned drop zone.

From DZ "S" he sent one of their prisoners to the pillboxes
at road-junetion ﬁY“ to inform the enemy that the heavy naval
fire, which was f&lling about 200 ysrds in front of their posi-
tion at the time, was controlled by the parachutists and would
be placed on them if they didn't surrender. The enemy, believing
this to be the truth, completely surrendered, and Compamy NAY |
was able to odcupy.the pillboxes without a fight. This aufrander
wes effected at 1045 hours on D-dﬁy, and the Regimentai Objective,
of seizing strong point "Y" and the high ground northwest of it,
was thus aceomplished.  (See Map E)

Enemy tanks hit strong poimt "Y® from the north shortly after
‘ its surrender. Troopers, who were-eipecting the enemy, were wait-
ing in the pillbéxes behind the Italien guns, and after reeeiving
heavy fire, the ténks.withﬁrew.
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At 1130 hours, scouts of the 24 Battalion, 16th infantry,
lst U.S.Division, arrived at road-junction "Y" and found, as
they had been t0ld prior to the invasion, thié was held by U.S.
parachutists. They didn't realize until later, however, that
if they had been one hour earlier the enemy would have caused
them a lot of trouble.

Colonel Gorham's group was attached to a battalion of the
i16th Infantry, and on D-plus-1l, north of "I", fought all day
against an enemy infantry battalion reinférced by Mark IV an&
MarkVVI tenks. The objective of the tanks was to bresk through
the American lines and take the covered route of epproach
through "Y" to the lst Divisiorn beaches. The tanks drove up to,
and at oﬁe_tine into, the Ameriecan lines, but the desparate
fighting of the troops kept them from breaking through and forced
them to cross an open area further to the west. (See Map E)
American naval gunfire was directed on them once they were in the
gpen, and when the smoke lifted, over {ifteen enemy tanks had
been knocked out end the others forced to withdraw.

This unit ccﬁtinueé to fight with the 16th Infantry until
relieved on D-plus-3. (U45)

2D BATTALION SERIAL, 505TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

The 24 Battalion, 505tk Parachute Infantry, whose mission
was to drop on Drop Zone "S" in regimental reserve, was dropped
along with twenity-three of the forty-five planelosds of the
458th Parachute Field Artillery Beattalion, slmost intact in an
‘ aréa south of Comiso, approximetely 25 miles from its scheduled
objective., (See Map E) Because this area was close tq the coast,

it was a well organized defensive ares, and at the time of the Jump

(45) A-22; 4-9, p.T7,8,14%; A-18, p.10,11. Personal knowledge.
Statement of Captain Edwin M Seyre, then commander of Company 4,
505th Parachute Infantry, 1 November 1948,
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the entire batalion was receiving heavy machime gun and small
arms fire. Many men were hLit and others killed before they
landed. Some men landed on or aear pillboxzes and were sehgaged
in fierce fighting immediately.

Ma jor Mark Alexander, the Battslion Commander, soon realized
that he was not in his objeective area, and:started immediate
assembly and reorganizstion in order to have a foree of infantry
ﬁnd artillery with which to hit the enemy. Despite the faet
that there was much enemy firing in the drop area, the battalion
was assembled by daylight and moved west toward S.Croce Camerina.

The enemy force which held this town consisted of well
trained Italian trbcps, and "E" Company, acting as the advance
guard, came under heavy fire aé they approached the outskirts
of town. The company commenced an organized attaek, and as the
mortars and artillery went into position fto render support, the
leading platoon deployed and established a base of fire. The
balance of the company moved scuth under cover of the stoune
walls and a stream bed, and assaulted the town from the flank.
After some short but hard fought street fighting, the eompany
captured the town and 14# Italisn soldiers. Among the captured
equipment were machine guns and over 10,000 rounds of ammurition
Tfor them, over 500 rifles and carbines with emmunition, and
many cases of hand grenades.‘

Holding the town as a base of operations, Major Alexander
sent company size forees to the south and to the north, engaging
and capturing enemy pillbox emplacements which were located at
most of the rcad junections. By thé end of D-day, the 24 Battal-
ion had the area in front of the #5th U.S. Division completely |
under eontrel.

D-plus-1 was spent in completing their reorgenigation, anmd
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that night contact was made with the Combat Team headquarters,
who directed they move to the vicinity of Biaszzo Ridge. The
battalion marehed north through Vittoria, them to the west on
the Gela Road where the link-up was made on the morning of D-
plus-2. (46)
34 BATTALTON SERTAL, 505TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY

The 3d Battaliom, 505tk Parachute Infantry, whose mission .
was 10 drop on Drop Zone "I, capture the high ground south of
strong point "I", and sanﬁ ﬁatrols south znd west to eontact
the 1lst U.S. Diﬁision, found itself divided into-thrae fighting
forees. |

The first of these forces consisted of eight of the nine
pleneloads of ™I"™ Company who had dropped exactly on their
assigned drop zone. This was the only group of the Combat Team's
226 planeloads to do this. Part of the Company set up defenszive
positions on the high ground south of strong point "I", while two
platoons went on thei: special missions; one to the uést end of
Lago di Bivarre where beacon fires to guide the 16th Infantry on
their lendings were 1it, and the other to a railrosd ﬁut where
the walls were prepared for demolitioms. In carrying out these
taﬁks the Company's missions were acecomplished without mishap.
Being unable to contact the main body of the Combat Team, the
Company remained in its dereﬁsive position on the objective until
the Combat Team's reorganization on D-plus-%, (See Map B} |

The second fighting force was "G" Company, who landéd almost
inteet near the highwaf erossing ovér the Acate River. After
Captain James MceGinity, the companyscommander, assembled his men,
he realized he was not on the assigned drop aréa, and so he de-

cided to seize this highway bridge. Shortly before dawn en D-day

{46) A~22; A-16, p.23; A-9, p.15.
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he attacked and destroyed the ltalian foree guarding the river-
erossing and established a roamd bloek. Despite enemy attacks

to seize this valuable erossing it was held until D-plus-2, when
the Combat Team commander's force used it on the way te.Gala.
(See Map E)

The third fighting force consisted of the remainder of the
battalion serial, which was scattered over an area southeast of
the Acate River inland from the tqwn of Seoglitti. (47)

A group of this third fighting force, whieh consisted of
some 60 troopers and 3 sections of "C" Battery, 456th Parachute
Field Artillery Battalion, assembled after the drop end moved
east. (See Map E) They were the first troops inte the city of
Vittoria. During the initial attack on a small Italian garrison
within the eity, Lt (now Major) Williem J Harris, 34 Battalion
' S-3,_was captured. ﬂuring his cepture, L% Harris, through the
medium of broken Italian and English, convineed the defenders
that a strong force of American troéps wes advancing on the eity,
and that surrender was their only escape. As a result, the
Italien commander raised the white flag and surreandered his
garrison and command. (48}

The balance of the third force, after encountering ard sub-
duing small enemy forces, assembled under the battalion ecommander,
Me jor (now Lt Col) Edward C Krause. The reorganization of this
group continued throughout D-dey, and that night they went into
bivouse¢ nesr the Gela~Vittoria highway. On D-plﬁsel they partiei-
pated in the battle for Biazzo Ridge.*(49)(See Map E)

*This sction is deseribed on page 28 of this monograph.

(47) A-9, p.l4%; A-16, p.23, 31. (48) Personal kmowledge.
Statement of Msjor Williem J.Harris (then Lt) on 5 Nov 48,
(49) A-18, p.23. 25
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THE HEADQUARTERS AND COMMAND SERIAL, 505!3 COMBAT TEAM

The Headquarters and Command Serial, which was fo drop on

Prop Zone "S8" north of road-junctién "Y", was dropped (lesa
the demolition section) over an area frém 20 to 30 miles south-
east of their objective, between Vittoria and S.Croce Camerina.
Because this group was s¢ badly spread over an inland area
which contained few military objectives, there were no prineipal
fighting foreces organized in the drop area. Individual guerrilla
.bands, seeing no familiar landmarks, worked their way cross- :
eountry searching out the enemy and disrupiing eommunication
lines. Some moved south toward the fifing that eould be heard
in the beach area and linked up with the 24 Battalion forces,
but the main body of the seriel moved in small bands toward the
west. (50)

| The ﬁhree planes carrying the Regimental Demolitions Sec~
tion dropped their load of men near Avola on the eastern coast
of the island. (Shown on Map D) They organized a defensive area
and held it until relieved by the British. On D-plus-10 this

group was evacuated by the British to the Combat Team's base

cemp in Tunisia. (A1} -

A group of appréxinately 40 troopers, under command of Lt
_H.H.Swingler, the Headquarters Company commani er, had assembled
on the high ground overlooking the S.Croce Camerina-Vittoria |
road by daybreak on the morning of D-day. (See Map E)} From their
position they could see a cross-road defended by feuf eneny pill~
bexes, one on aaéh eo?ne:, which were pinning down another group
of troopers with thelr machine gﬁn fire. After watching the
mutual fi;ing of these emplacements it was seen that a stone wall,
(50) A-16, p.22, 30; Personel knowledge. (51) 4-16, p.3l.
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which ran te¢ the rear of one of them, couldn't be covered by

their fire. Lt Swingler's plan of attack was to draw the enemy

fire from the group whieh was pinmed down by having 25 men open

fire from positions at the base of the hill, in the meantime he
would lead the balance of the group along the stone wall, eapture
one pillbox, and by using its weapons and eover, eapture the
others., This pler was executed on a strict time schedule, and
within two hours the pillboxes were taken. Soon after their
~capture these emplasccments were being used against enemy troops
attempting 1o retire inland from the beaches whieh the U45th
U.S.Division hed asssulted. (52)

' Throughout the remainder of D~day and the early morning of
D-plus-1, groups of men from the Headquarters Serial, who haé
worked théir way west from their drop lecations, assemgled at the
cressroad. When word wes received om D~plus-l that a part ¢f the
Combat Teeam was having a tough battle on Bigzzo Ridge, a group of
45th Diviskeon trueks which were carrying prisoners from the
Vittoria Area to the beaches, were taken over and the group moved
through Vittoria to the Ridge.(53)

The Combat Team eommander; Gdlonel James M. Gavim, who had
Jumped from the lead plene of the Headguarters Serial, assembled
a small group of men, inecluding his S-1 and S-3, end moved west
from their drop area. This group, like the others, found itself
engaged in s fire fight with the enemy before it had traveled toe
far, and, after a shert but heard fight knoeked out the opposition.
At approximeately 0240 hours onm D-plus-1 the group contacted ele-
ments of the 45th H.S.Bivision,-and their exact location was
determined. ZFrom here they mefed to Vittoria, picking up members

of the Combat Team as they went.

(52) Personal knowleﬁ?e. Statement of Capt H H Swingler in
April 194%. (53) Eye-witness acccunt.
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At 0600 hours on D-plus-), the group proceeded west on
the Gela road toward the original objeetive. They soon contacted
the 3d Battelion force under Major Krause, which was in bivounac
just off this highwsy, and having told them to move west as sooh
as they could get in a march formation, Colonel Gavin and his
group continued. ‘
At a point approximately one mile east of Biazzo Ridge, the

group eontacted some men from the 45th U.8,Division and a group
of 20 parachutists, many of whom were from "B" Company, 307th
Engineer Basttelion. Colonel Gavin was informéd that an enemy
force held the road ahead of him and that he couldn't get through.
This information, cowpled with information received from a German
officer who had lost his way apd drove up to the group asking
directions, but instead was ecaptured, gave the Colonel the follow-
ing enemy situation: that a largé Germen force from the Herman
Goering Panzer Division was moving from Biscarri to Vittoria;
they were established élong the Biamzzo Ridge line astride the
highway; they were being slowed down in their advance by elements
of the 45th Divisior and groups of paraehutists who were in con-
tact with them. After a point reconnaissance, it was decided to
attack west to the Acate River lins with the Combat Team command-
er's groyp plus the 20 men from the Airborme Engineers. .

' Seyeral hundred yards short of the Ridge the attaecking troops
came under small arms fire from thelenemy who were oceupying this
higher ground, but the attack continued driviﬁg the enemy to the
west. Upon reaching the top of the Ridge, heavy small arms and
wortar fire was received, and =0 the troops were ordered to dig
_in and hold their ground until Ms jor Krause's force from the 3d

Battalion arrived.
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At approximstely 1000 hours the 200 men from.the-Bd
Battaelion moved into the olive grove behind Biazzc Ridge.

Their machine gun platoon and 8l-mm moriars were put im posi-
tion and, shortly after that, they jumped off in an attack
through the troops who held the Ridge. The enemy, supported
by mortar fire, and taking sdvantage of the trees, vineyards,
and other natural cover and conceslment offered by the Sieil-
imn countryside at this time of year, retaliated with intense
fire, and very stubbornly withdrew, step by step. (54)

Late in the morning the enemy launched their counterattacek,
ﬁhich eonsisted of infantry sup#arted by six Mark VI tanks.
Their tenks overran the assault elements of the airborne force
and advanced to the basa of Biazzo Ridge, less then 75 yards
from the Combat Tesm Commend Post on the reverse slope, but the
fire of the troopers foreed the enemy infantry to stay outside
the battle position. 4s a result of this countersttaek, with
its sﬁpporxing fires, many casualtles were inflicted on the
troopers, but their lines held againat the enemy's infantry
throughout the whole battle. Because much equipment had been
lost on the jump there were no anti-tank wespons availeble.

The German "Tiger® tanks, with their heavy desert treads, soon
realized this, and they defisntly sat there in the knee-high

deep vineyerd Jjuat short of the Ridge anéd sprayed their machine
guns and fired their "88's".at enything thaet moved. When they

ran low on ammunitioh they-turnea end went back for & new supply,

only %o return ceconfident that the lightly armed airborne troops

| s%il)l had nothing that would penetrate their heavy armor plate.

(54) A~9, p.10, 11; A-16, p.25, 26.
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Two 75-mm pack howit zers, which were in position behind
the Ridge firing some much needed supporting fire, were finally
employed as anti-tank guns. Lt Loren snd Sgt Thomas moved &
gun to the top of the ridge, and, despite all types of small arm
fire being directed at them, and the concussion of 88-mm gun-
fire twice knocking them down, they engaged a tank at point
blank range and knocked it out. This was too much for the other
tanks and they withdrew. |

The Combat Team commander had sent for = heavy artillery
liaison party, a Navy liaisorn party, and a company of tanks as
soon as he found that the enemy had such strength. About 1530
the liaison parties arrived and soon after were directing Navy
gunfire snd 155-mm howitzer fire in front of Biazzo Ridge_and
on suspected enemy assembly areas. This quieted the enémy down,
and some of the men who had been pinned to the ground for neerly
six hours were able to partiaslly relex.

With the arrival of elevean Sherman tanks and additional men,
including Lt Swingler's group from the Headquarters and Command
serial, colonql Gavin announced that there would be an attack st
2030 hours. The plan was to have every available man, supported
by the Sherman tanks, the heavy artillery, and the naval gunfire,
Jump off in & frontel attack. Its purpose was to destroy all
enemy to the immediste front, evaenate our dead ard wounded whe
were in the areas of the battle position whiech hed been penetrated,
and finally to set up é complete defense of Biazzo Ridge.

A3 planned, the attack jumped off with the present positions
being the line of departure. The troops eonsisfed 6f men from
the Combet Team, the 45th Infentry Division, and even some sailors
who had come ashore for a fight. Evéry man was firing some sort

of weapon and advancing straight et the enemy's lines. The enemy
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put down a terrifie mortar barrage on the Combet Team's position
during the initial part of the attack, however, their position
was completely overrun snd they lost heasvily in men killed and
captured. The enemy troops that eould, withdrew t¢ the north.
{See Map E)

Much équipment wes captured inclﬁding the 6-inch Bussian
mortars the enemy had used during the final ettack.

Our gains were consolidated, the wounded evacuated, and a
defense set up for the night. (55)

The battle for Biazzo Ridge én D-plus-l was the largest
scale encounter with the enemy that the BOHSth Combat Team had
in Sieily, but as a result of this the last main avenue of
approach to the invasion beaches wes cut off from enemy use.

At the close of the period ecovered by this monograph (9«11
July 1943}, we find that the missions assigned to the FOS5th

Parachute Infaniry Regimentsl Combat Team had all been accomplish-

ed, and in addition enemy forees had been stopped from reaching
the invasion beaches.
ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

In making a atudy 6f this operation we must consider, first
of all, the faet that it cannot be compared with aceepted mili-~
tary doctrinei It was the first time in military history that a
unit of this size had been dropped by parschute on enemy terri-
tory. It was also the first night combat jump in military his-
tory conducted by a unit this size.

The procedures developed and followed Dy this unit were
experimental, and as sueh cannot be critieised, but rather asnal-

ized, and the weaknesses that were diseovered pointed out.

(55) Eye witness account.
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With this in miné, let us analize the operation.

I believe the mission that was assigned te the HS05th Para-
chute Regimental Combat Team was an excellent one for airborne
troops. |

The preparation for this mission, conducted by the Combat
Team commander, in my opinion, was superior. With no previous
battle experiences %o benefit from, this team of over 3400
offiecers and men was instilled with the highest morale, esprit
de corps, and fighting team spirit that is possible. This
gpirit was based primarily on the faet that extensive training
had given the men confidence 1n_themselves, thelr weapons and

‘equipment, their leaders, and thelr ability to maneuver and
fight a5 & team.

This preparation was extremely thorough. Each man had
studied the objective area from meps, photographs, and sand
tables, as well as running problems on a life size mock-up of
the area. He had studied the enemy's eountry, weeapons, and
probable plan of maneuver agalnst the Combet Team. He knew
exaetly what his job would be and also the Air Force plan for
flying him to the drop area. A4s a result of extensive researeh
and development conducted om the equipnent of the Combat Tean,
and how it should be dropped, each man knew exactly what he
would cerry and where he would carry it. It is intersstiag to
note that the standardized parachutist's combat load, developed
by this Regimental Boerd, was used in all other airborne opere-
tions in World War II, with few mirnor changes being'madé. This
‘eombat load and dress was demonstrated to other invasion troops.
The thcroughneés in prepmration went s0 far as t¢ include an

aerial reconnaissanee through enemy anti-sireraft fire by the
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Combat Team commander and some of his subordinetes. This was
made one month to the day prior to the invasion, so0 the objee-
tive could be seen in the same smount of moonlighf as there
wouid be on the night of the aectual drop.

The security of this operation was complete. This was
demonstrated by the surprise and confusion of the enemy when
the shock action of the airborme troeps took effect.

It is well known that the Air Force must drop the troops
on their objective area in order for the men to work as a com-
plete team, but they failed to do this in this operation. The
effect of the weather, plus the lack of navigational aids, night
formation flying, and flying through anti-aireraft fire, caused
a wide dispersal of troops on the ground. Mueh eredit must be
given, however, to the Air Foree crews who, despite many hendi-.
caps, found their way to Sicily and dropped their parachutists
~on the enemy. '

As for the opérations of the Combat Team elemenis once they
were on the ground, we find that not only was the assigned mis-
sion accomplished, but men, whe could not get to the objective
area, destroyed the enemy where they e¢ould find him. This re—-
sulted in assisting the beach landings of all Allied invasion
forees. \

A great deal of credit is due the orfieeré and men of the
Combat Team for their aggressive epirit in organizing fighting
forees, disrupting communiestions, and destroying the enemy.

Small groups resorted to ambush, trickery, and other guer-
rilla tacties in defeating larger ememy forces. TUnits, who were
able to assemble, put their irainimg t¢ good use by condueting

organized tactical maneuvers in destroying enemy resistanece.
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Dispersal of troops meant dispersal of ammunitibn, weapons
anﬁ other equipment which was needed in the fight. Had the force
at Biaezzo Ridge had some effective anti-tank protection, they
wouldn't have 1bst the men they did.

In summing up this operation we find that, despite faulty
delivery of troops, the mission was aoccomplished, and the "prov-
ing ground” for large seale airborne opsrations had made air—
borne empléyment e part of acecepted militery doetirine.

%ho is in a better position to judge the success of this
sairborne operation than the enemy?

The following is a statemant.of General EKarl Student,

Germen commander of the airborne forees that captured Crete, and .
Commander-in-Chief of all German airborne troops from 1943 until
his capture at the end of the war in Europe: |

"The Alllied airborne operation in Sieily was decisive
despife widely scattered drops, which must be expected in a
night landing. It 18 my opinion that if it had not been for
the Allied airborne forces bloeking the Herman Goering Armored
Division from reaching the beachhead, that division would have
driven the initial seaborne forces back into the sea. I attrib-
ute the entire succ¢ess of the Allied Sicilian operation to the
delaying of German reserves until sufficient foreces had been
landed by sea to resist the countersttack by our defending foreces."

LESSONS
Some of the lessons learned by this operation are:
1. The dropping of airbcrne troops to protect invasion

oo e b AT S R ¢ Cm ey

seaborne landings is an exoellent airhorne misslan.
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2. Airborne truops must receive complato, 1ndividual, tae-
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tical training, as drop dispersion mey require independent guar-

rilla warfare.
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3. Airborne trcops shonld stu@y meps and photographs of
\__'_,.__——-F-‘-"’“""""' - .
the droP zone and surrounding area, in order to orient them-
g - v 1 (

selves upon landing and facilitate assembly.

4. Airborane troops, because they may not recover bundle-
M

dropped weapons, should know how to operate the enemy's prin-
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cipal weapons.

P

h. Prior to an airborne missien, shoqﬁown inspections
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should insnre that eech man has his complete eqnipment.

6. Ir the uniform of sirborne troops differs from that of

seaborne fnrces, demonstration teams shculd show the ssabarne

T . e o

forces the difference, o prevent lack of identification upon

ground'link~up. h

7. BSeeurity concerning the employment of airborne forces

D ——————RE T T LR L

is eszential.

e

"'§. Surprise and shock aetion is essentisl in an airborne

Ty

aperationf

""" Y, The Air Force's ability to drop airborne troopa in the

A A LA A M A e e e

" ——

correot area is essential to the compleition of the mission by
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an organized team.

10. Air Force uniis must be highly trained ia night forme-

R el
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RS
tion flying and non—evasive aetion when raceiving anti-aireraft
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fire.

1ll1. The weather is an important factor 1n the suceessful

LT e eETARKLOMGEN IR I B e s s g e

dropping of airborne forces.

'12. Additional navigatlonal gids are needed to assist the
Air Foree.i;fg;gnning airborne troops on their planned drop
Z0ne8 . This could best be done by dropping pathfinder teams,
winn-a homing devi¢e, on the enrrect drop zone prior to the
arrival nr the main body.
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13. The movement of troops in meny directians after drop-
ping on & strange drop zone, rather thar assembling, demon-
strated a need for ground assembly devices.

14, The amount of moanllght available on the night of a

iy ien MR kT R R e Tl

eombat parachute drop should be con31dered in tha operation

planning.

15. Every officer and non*commissioned offleer of an air-
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borne unit must be traineﬁ to assume eommand responsiblllty
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A

without hasltatian, as leaders may not be readily availaeble to

o W,

their unit because of drop dispersicn.

16. Effective anti- tank weapons, eapable of being para—

ST M e gy
e Wh et e . ] ._M.aw‘“‘-

e T

chuted, should be avallabla to alrbarne troops.

e s

17. . Alrborna trcops are not sapabla of sustalned actlon

s s TR
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against an organlzed enemy unlass they are reinforced by armor

e e mbp——

and artillary.
lBT' An airborna operation will be suecessful if the person-
nel, knowing their task, disregard any handicaps and strive to

sccomplish the mission.
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